325 Main Street, East Berlin 
1775 


Capt. Eli Barnes 


House was moved 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1779 Eli Barnes current owner: Wallace Kelsey Main Street 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey #095 


1775 Captain Eli Barnes current owner: Kelsey Manufacturing Company 


The house, now owned by the Kelsey Manufacturing Company, has been 
in the Kelsey family for several generations. It is said to have been 
built by Captain Eli Barnes before 1780. The Barnes “family kept a 
public house; the south chamber was originallv a ballroom. 


Margaret Kelsey Skubel made corrections: Eli Barnes 
Kelsey, son of Samuel Kelsey & Jemina Barnes, married 
Aurelia Bailey. 


Genealogy 


He is listed in Postmaster's letter [microfilm] in June 1841. In 1860 census he was a wheel wright. Died 
at age 80 years. Hale - p.97 Updated Sep 30, 2009 with correrctions and additions as follows. Born 1810 
or 1811. He was the brother of Miranda and Almira Kelsey. Children of Eli and Aurelia were; George 
Atwell [ID#18917] Isadora Amelia [ID#18918] Sources; Claypool, Edward A. and Clizbee, Azalea --------- et 
al ---- .Genealogy of the Descendants of William Kelsey. 


Eli Barnes Kelsey (1810-1891) son of Samuel Kelsey & Jemina Barnes. In 1832 he married Aurelia Bailey 
(1817-1871) daughter of Horace Bailey & Mary Bunnell. They were members of Berlin Congregational 
Church. They had children Isadora and George. He was a wheelwright. They are buried in Wilcox 
Cemetery. 
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CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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OF BUILDIN 


D SURROUNDIN 


D Scottered buildings visible from site 


&) High building density 


On northeast corner of Maint and Mill streets in a cluster of 18th- 
and 19th-century houses. 
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17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


This house has a five-bay front with a central sidelit entry; facade 
window bays are grouped towards either corner. Some beaded corner 
board survives. The entry has very narrow fluted pilasters. Windows 
have plain-board surrounds and are fitted with l-over-1l sash; second- 
floor windows are located high under the eaves. There are hewn over- 
hangs with bed moldings at the second story and in the gable ends. 
The molded cornice shows a partial return across the gable ends. 
There is a shed-roofed addition at the rear of the right elevation; 
the left elevation has an old shed-roofed extension with fixed 12- 
pane sash. ° 
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DESCRIPTION (continued) 


This house is significant as a good surviving example of an 18th- 
century central chimney house. The paired and offset windows of the 
facade were intended to admit more light to the two front rooms 

of the house. The hewn overhangs, beaded corner board, the location 
of the second-floor windows immediately under the eaves, and the large 
central chimney are all typical 18th-century features. The sidelit 
entry, with its delicate fluted pilasters, indicates a Federal-style 
influence. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


The house, now owned by the Kelsey Manufacturing Company, has been 

in the Kelsey family for several generations. It is said to have been 
built by Captain Eli Barnes before 1780. The Barnes “family kept a 
public house; the south chamber was originally a ballroom. 


1855 Map 

1869 Map 

Berlin Land Records 
North, pp. 97-8 
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